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20th Century Problem

The two old Planning
Paradigms



1960 -……..

becomes domminating paradigm for Planning

“Modernism” 



City Plan Scale

Well organized



Site Plan Scale

Well organized



People Scale
Eyelevel / 5 km/h perspective

Completely neglected



Brasilia (1955- )

THE BRAZILIA SYNDROME



Brasilia -The people scale is completely neglected 



If a bunch of professional planners had been 

asked to reduce life in public spaces – they 

could hardly have done this more efficiently 

than already prescribed by the Modernists !



1960- …….        Carinvasion

becomes domminating paradigm for Planning



Scene 1: A peaceful people city



Scene 2: The Automobile arrives!!



Scene 3: The car is King



What was known 
about quality for 
people by 1960?
Virtually nothing



Jane Jacobs 
*

1961

”The Death and Life of Great American Cities”

*



1960

The all time low point of City planning

Graduated as 
Architect

Short story of my life





Arkitekt M.A.A.

Had to go back to Architecture 
School and study 40 more years



Now we know
Quite a few things 
are known by now





First we shape the cities            
-then they shape us 



Piazza Il Campo, Siena, Italy (14th century)

The Finest Urban Space in the World

- a miracle or straightforward common sense?



PROTECTION

COMFORT

•ENJOYMENT



Overview of Quality criterias

-The Pedestrian landscape

Campo in Siena



Jan Gehl & Birgitte Svarre,  2013



CITIES FOR PEOPLE                               

2010 – 2015                  21 Languages + 8 contracts



Kazakhstan  January 2016



21st century
New challenges
A new Planning 

Paradigm



After 50 years: 
A distinct change of 

Paradigm

WANTED:                          

- Lively, Liveable City                                                           

- Sustainable City                   

- Healthy City



Lively, Liveable City



Sustainable City

A  good Public Realm is a crucial factor 

for good Public Transportation



Problem: “The sitting Syndrome”

Healthy City


